
Happy New Year to all of our Crafton families!  January is always about fresh beginnings 

and positive change. I love the promise of the New Year and all the possibilities that 

exist for our children here at Crafton and their future.   The new year has brought a 

renewed sense of energy and dedication.  The staff and students have come back from 

their holiday break excited and rejuvenated.  We are excited to use this energy to focus 

on the upcoming months.  Everyone at Crafton works hard to meet the needs of each 

and every student. 

 

-Marsha Burleson 

Principal’s Message 

 

CRAFTON 

CORNER 
January 2016 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
KINDERGARTEN 

Greta Schriver 

 

FIRST 

Emery Delrosario 

 

 

SECOND 

Maggie Winston 

 

THIRD 

Cooper Black 

FOURTH        SIXTH 

Alexis Brazell       Lukas Prepelka 

 

FIFTH 

Shea Plante 
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Winter Chorus 

and Band  

Concert 

       On behalf of the students and 

staff, I would like to extend a sincere 

thank you to Mr. Pedersen 

(Instrumental Band), Mr. Priore 

(Music/Band), and Ms. Ferro (Chorus/Band) for 

bringing us a memorable holiday performance.  The 

commitment from the staff and 

students is extraordinary, and eve-

ryone should be proud of the hard 

work.  It showed through the 

showcase of talent as they came 

together to perform and the excite-

ment from the audience. 

Students of the Month 

Our students work hard to 

earn PAWS each month.  

When a student receives a 

PAW, they have a chance to 

become Student of the 

Month.  Each month, I 

choose one student from 

each grade level.  These 

students get their picture on 

the Student of the Month 

Bulletin Board and a certifi-

cate.  They also get to 

choose a coupon.  These 

coupons range from Pizza 

with the Principal to First in 

Line at Lunch.    A special 

thanks to all students who 

earn the PAWS 
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The Weather is Changing 

Just a reminder as colder weather begins to roll in, students will be go-

ing outside for recess if temperatures are over 32 degrees.  Students also 

wait outside prior to school starting at 8:30, and the new dismissal pro-

cedures have the students standing outside in line waiting for their par-

ents.  Please make sure that students are dressed appropriately for the 

weather.   

The Weather is Changing 

Thank You 

“Kindergarten” is an old German phrase that translates to “children’s garden,” where children spent their time playing 

and singing with other young ones in preparation for their education. Nowadays, kindergarten is square one 

of elementary school  instruction.  

The Carlynton School District has scheduled March 17th as the date to enroll your future Crafton Elementary 

kindergarten students into the district.  Registration, which includes a series of student assessments, will take 

place at Crafton Elementary beginning at 9:00 am.  Additional information is listed on the website.  Please 

contact Jan Sweeney, district registrar with any questions, 412-429-2500 ext. 1125.  We are looking forward 

to meeting the next generation of little cougars! 

Once in kindergarten, you will be amazed at what your child learns. 

In kindergarten, besides all of the Common Core expectations, kindergartners learn how to share, lead, com-

promise, question, respect, follow, how to self-advocate, and how to feel confident in themselves. 

Remember everything you need to know, you learned in Kindergarten. 

 

Kindergarten Registration 

Volunteers don’t necessarily have the time; they just have the heart 

                 - Elizabeth Andrew 

Thank you to all of the parents and families that came in to help with 

the different holiday activities and parties.  From gingerbread houses to 

Jingle Bell Junction, it was wonderful to see how we could all come 

together to make memories for these students.  A special thank you to 

all the parents that helped create the cookie tins for the Crafton staff.   

They were delicious and thoughtful.  I hope everyone had a great holi-

day and a wonderful new year. 
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Ms. Kelly spent the holiday season decorating the middle school hall with red and green chains.  The staff and 

students have been generously donating money for the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  I am so proud of everyone 

who was part of this exciting event, working to hang the chains, and donating the money.  We have collected 

$655.18.   Great job everyone. 

 

Mr. Nagorski also sponsored an event during the month of December.  The students sold candy cane grams dur-

ing the student lunches.  This was also a time where students and staff donated their time and energy to organize 

and make this event happen.  It has become a tradition for our school.  Thank you to everyone who helped and 

bought these candy cane grams.  We have collected $150.00. 

This gives us a total of 805.18.   

 

Thank you to everyone for their dedication and commitment.  Happy New Year! 

Make-A-Wish Foundation 

Study Island and DIBELS 

Grades K-6 will be given the DIBELS assessment January 14—

January 20.  Grades 3-6 will also be taking the Study Island Bench-

marks January  5th—15th.  The Dynamic Indicators of Basic 

Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) are a set of procedures and 

measures for assessing the acquisition of early literacy skills 

from kindergarten through sixth grade.  They are designed to 

be short (one minute) fluency  measures used to regularly mon-

itor the development of early literacy and early reading skills.  

DIBELS are comprised of seven measures to function as indi-

cators of phonemic awareness, alphabetic principle, accuracy 

and fluency with connected text, reading comprehension, and 

vocabulary.  DIBELS were designed for use in identifying 

children experiencing difficulty in acquisition of basic early 

literacy skills in order to provide support early and prevent the 

occurrences of later reading difficulties.  The Study Island 

Benchmarks are quarterly assessments for grades 3-8.  These as-

sessments were created specifically to mirror the content and look 

of the PSSA.  They are intended to provide a quick estimate of how 

students would perform on the PSSA if the state tests were adminis-

tered on the same day. 



                    MISSION 

 Education is certainly worth the commitment of time, money, and effort. 

 Education is a cooperative effort of parents, students, staff, and             

 community. 

 All students are unique individuals with varied interest and abilities. 

 All students can be successful learners based on their ability. 

 All students have a right to be educated to the fullest potential. 

 Individual guidance is critical to maximize each student's potential. 

 Students should be encouraged to explore their potential. 

 High expectations directly affect performance. 

 Every individual has worth and deserves respect and dignity. 

 A nurturing, safe environment is conducive to learning. 

 The school district should encourage students to be responsible members 

of a global society. 

 The Carlynton School District, 

 recognizing the shared responsibility  

of the educators, students and families  

of this culturally diverse community,  

will provide a challenging educational  

program for all students within  

a safe, nurturing environment,  

which will enable them to function as  

productive, ethical and responsible  

global citizens.  

 

CRAFTON ELEMENTARY 

412-922-7196 

FAX: 412-922-7587 

marsha.burleson@carlynton.k12.pa.us  

CARLYNTON 

We are on the web 

www.carlynton.k12.pa.us 


